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	Questions to assess pupils’ understanding of their own learning


We worked with one of our associate education experts, Gareth Balch, to produce these lists of questions for assessing pupils’ understanding of their own learning at each Key Stage (KS). 
The questions are designed to be used in pupil interviews or focus groups, alongside examples of the pupils’ work. 
Questions for KS1 pupils
· Show me your best work in (numeracy/literacy/writing)
· Why did you do so well?
· What made this a good piece of work?
· What work have you been rewarded for?
· Why did your teacher reward you for this work?
· What made this work so good?
· At the moment, what are you working on (in a specific subject) to improve?
· In this work, what is the most important thing to get right?
· How would you help someone just starting this work to do well?
· Compared with last year (or last term), what can you do now that you could not do then?
· What would you like to do better?
Questions for KS2 pupils
· What level are you for this work? (or sub-level, or school assessment)

· Do you know why you have this level?

· What things were important to achieve to get this level?

· Show me your best work in (numeracy/literacy/subject area)

· Tell me the learning journey that you went through in completing this work.

· What were the most important things that needed to be in this work?

· If you were to do it again, what would you add now?
· What progress have you made since last term and why?
· What are your targets for this term?
· How are you going to meet them?
· What does the best class work (in this subject area) have that you need to add to get a similar grade?
· How would you help someone just starting this work to do well?
Questions for KS3 pupils
· What level (or assessment point) are you at in this subject?

· Do you know why?

· What are the elements that make up this grading?

· What are the missing elements that you need to add to get to a higher assessment level?

· Show me work in this subject that has helped you to understand your progress and your assessment.

· How has the teacher made clear to you that you are at a particular assessment point or level?

· Talk me though your book and how you have progressed since the last report (or grading or test)
· What are your targets in this subject?
· Tell me three key things you need to do in your work to meet these targets.

· What do you need to work on at the moment?

· In which subjects are you clear about why you are at a particular assessment level, and in which are you less clear? Why?
· Do you peer-assess each other’s work? Show me examples.
Questions for KS4 pupils
· What level (or assessment point) are you at in this subject?

· Do you know why?

· What are the elements that make up this grading?

· What are the missing elements that you need to add to get to a higher assessment level?

· Show me work in this subject that has helped you to understand your progress and your assessment.

· How has the teacher made clear to you that you are at a particular assessment point or level?

· Talk me though your book and how you have progressed since the last report (or grading or test)
· What are your targets in this subject?
· Tell me three key things you need to do in your work to achieve these targets.

· What do you need to work on at the moment?

· In which subjects are you clear about why you are at a particular assessment level, and in which are you less clear? Why?

· Do you peer-assess each other’s work? Show me examples.

· Are you clear how your work is building up a grade?

· What grade do you think you are likely to achieve at the moment?

· How did you achieve this level of work and why?

· What would the next grade up look like compared to your current work?
· What would an A* or A grade piece of work look like compared to your current work?

· What are the key elements that you need to focus on to improve?
Gareth Balch is a school improvement consultant with a background in secondary school leadership. He works in interim leadership roles and runs mock inspections and INSET training on a range of topics.
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